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istorical Facts , of Cromwell Oil Pool Wetumka, Okla
TCarh ycnr th.it passes seen Hum

on man that tnjids nut mrn than
the rwr and thlM Is esp lally true
of .Icph J. Cromwell of Muskogee,
Ok who Ik thn illscoverer of thn
famous Vlumka pool, In Hughes
county, Oklahoma.

In the year 1873 or "grarehopper
year," Jut 19 yearn ago In the little
hamlet of Topnha. Kan., Joaeph I.
Cromwell wan torn Inheriting many
at th eharucleiiatlca of ISngUsh
'Iron gldea" Cromwell; an he grew
,to be fearless of any undertaking, orany prwn that might be Involved,

typical American pioneer anil
business man, a good nrout and a
true example of American Individ-
ualism.

At the present tlmo Mr. Cromwall
in redding at Muskogee. Okla.. where
leisure momenta aro enjoyed amonKthe Boy BeoutsV He la scoutmaster
flf Troop 3, MuYtkogee, consisting oftt boys and fl'te Kagle acouta. Jilt
lion, Joseph, Jr., Jti a, member of thin
troop, and It ! only natural thatsir. Cromwell ahould take more than '

Ordinary Internet in the aporta unit
work of thla pftndld organisation.

Ill jnoet worthy efforts wero his
operations of the Wotumka pool, In
Hughes county, which wan an un-
certain venture In it wildcat terri-tory. Hare for many month, regard-le- a

Of all iibntnclm, ho waa success-
ful In blocking up what app-u- ia In
1w one of thn largest structures In
the Oklahoma urea. Here n new

nil proline at latum waa discovered
which up to thn present tlmo has
been unknown In any pool mid which
Is entirely due to tho nfforts of Mr.
Cromwell, and It eeomn to the out
wider, that due to the porilstent ef-
forts of tho dlann-nrer- , thnt tills new
area ahould be termed thn Crom-
well pool nnd thn aand dcslKnntcd
tlie "Cromwell tin ml."

Unlike most dlacoverlm of a now
and proline territory, Mr. Cromwell
wks not left with only et few pont-tero- d

ncroa of land to repay him
for hla plonoerlng efforts, hut retainslargo holdings independently, nld
from his Interest with Dr. J, C. Wll-
holt nnd the Prnlrlo Oil A Go Co.
throughout Hughos and Seminole
counties, Oklahoma, and these Will
keop him buey developing nnd oper-
ating for yearn to come.

Mr, Cromwoll has royalties on
tioth of tho and
ntrueturcs, nnd as lnrgo an Interest
an any other Individual owner In a
3,400-acr- e trnct with Doctor Wllholt
and tho Pralrlo Oil & Oils Co.
Jlo nlno has from one-ha- lf

Interest to four-fifth- n Interest In 800
acres around the big Condon A Co.
Kn well, and nnnthor 400 acres In
lenses on another untested structure
In thnt sumo locality.

PI rot Venture n fiiiccon,
Mr. Cromwell first embarked Into

tho oil buslnow In the year 1912, hla
lultlnnl teat being drilled near the
town of Inola, In Iiogers county,
which resulted In a paying venture.
Vivo wells were all told drilled
which proved productive nnd Inter
tho property wna sold nnd netted
qulto a handsome figuro on the
nmount Invested. After disposing
of thl property he located a etruc-tur- e

In Marshall county upon which
wna drilled a shallow gasser.

While oporntlona were progressing
In tho llenldton pool, Mr. Crom-
well predicted that tho southeast
dlroction offered the best bet forlnrgor production and future opera-
tions bore out his titntement. He
also worked out several localities In
Comniancho and Stephens counties
and upon hla recommendation tests
were drilled which resulted in pay-
ing ventures.

Tho Kurllent Wildcatter.
About four years ngo, when the

new Hanger and Ilurkburnett pools,
lu Toxns, were calling the oklnhonia
opomtor across the Oklahoma-Texa- s
stato line, nnd n largo number of
thorn heeding tho call, this man
wore nut n pair of mules and two

survoylng the virgin coun-
try comprising tho northern portion
of Hughes county and the southern
portion of Okfuskee county, Oklaho-
ma. Ho wna a practical geologist,!
nnd hud already established a name'
for hlmsalf by his record In Ilogors
county, Oklahoma.

At that time thero were few roads
worthy of that name in those parts
of Hughes nnd Okfuskee counties,
Mid this pioneer suffered many
hardships and mishaps: In April,
1019, after having visited the Gladys
Hell Oil oompany, Cromwell and
Graves well In 0, in
Jlughea county Which developed a
30,000,000-cubl- o foot gns flow at a
depth of 1.94S feet, which really
made It tho pioneer gasser of that
loenlty, If Its location can be regard-
ed as a part of this district.

Cromwell was on his 'way home
and when he nrrtved at the bridge
"across Salt creek, ho stopped and
wnivderod down tho crrolt bottom,
Here Cromwell, well versed In "rock
hound lore," had discovered the

of tho rock nnd his experi-
enced eye Indicated the presence of a
good structure, which might or
might not obtain oil.

It waa curious to know Just what
the possibilities at structure were
nnd he traversed the county, found
natlsfnctory dips and then doolded
Jib waa on n dome of exceptionally
large possibilities.

After becoming well satisfied
with his findings, Cromwell re-
turned to Muskogee and began to
look around for assistance In map-
ping and detailing hla new find.
Jut about that time a young geolo-
gist had hung out his shingle there,
U had come hern as a resldenoenner of the Greenwood OU com-
pany. Previous to his present con-
nections he was tn the employ of the
Umpire Gas .t Fuel Co. In its geolog-
ical department. Quiet, wtudious and
Ilk the majority of the "rock hound
clan." adverae to publicity, his pres-
ence and advent Into his line of work
hare failed to create n. ripple and
here it may be said thnt hli popu-
larity now Is wave high but he at-
tracted by the fact of his work a
clientage made loyal by rsult at-
tained, and It was to him. M. K.
Head, that Mr. Cromwell gravitated
nnd outlined his new discovery.

Miiko AtnivH of Ktnioturo.
Mr. Cromwell and Mr. Head then

surveyed the original find. Mr.
Cromwell guiding Kad to the far
outskirts of the structure as he had
found It. Mr. Head also recommend-
ed the Coadun location, on tho Crom-
well structure, n might be said Inlalng that reporta on this Crom-
well structure made by 38 geologist
pf the piajor oil eoncerns, individ-ual and geolaalonl firms In and outof the itato differed only In a slight

detail from tho original survey andmapping by Head.
Detail work finally completed

Cromwell Htorted out on an activelease campaign with tho one thought
In mind to secure if possible every
available ncreaage on his structure.Almost unsurmountable obstaclesbent against thb ambition, nnd notthe leant of these wna competition
of lease brokers who, not knowing
Just exactly what was In the airhad determined however, to "get In"on whatever It was nnd attempted
this by offering fabulous eums to thefarmers and landholders.

Pioneer Work DUflcnlt.Disagreebale weather, the unpoa-aabl- o

conditions of the highways,persistent lea.to grafters, knocking
lack of proper finance and poor
health, did much to mako his mis-
sion a tiresome one, but Cromwellfought untiringly towards his am-
bition and inside of a ftw monthshad amassed a. total of some seven
thousand acres of leasee. Ha hadunder leneo at that time every acremapped on his structure, with theexception of one tract, whichwas under lease to the Gllllsple In
tere.its.

Working night and day with a
Interpreter Felix rCanard, of Wetumka, at his si lcas two-thir- of the leases wers Irdlan leases, Cromwell at tho "'

of the fourth day after his d'.sccv
ery hnd better than four thousan 1

acres blocked out nnd leased. Seve
of the local landowners of Wetumki
contributed part of their holdings t3
the drilling of the first teat. .Martha
IS. Gregory, the widow who owns
the southeast of cntrlbuted 120 acre.s, retaining 40
acres, which was afterwards sold
for a bonus. Others who contrib-
uted acreage were Nat 'Wil'.ams
James Porter. 15. D. Hall, Thomisltyan. Harry E. Chowlns, and K. A

Lucas.
Thn remaining 4,000 acres of

! were bought and paid for In
Mr. Cromwell and K. I,. Graves, ,t
lawyer and land title man of Mus-
kogee, the prices ranging from 11 t
J10 per aore. Then came months of
vain effort In trylug to get the larger
companies Interested enough In the

Joseph I. Cromwoll,
of Muskogee, Okla.

1VJU P. Canard.
IMlt-bloo- d Creek Indian Interpreter

of Wctumkn, Okla.

discovery to drill a teat well on the
block. Finally Dr. J. C. Wllholt, of
Kansas City, and Mr. Janewny, of
Tulsa, Okla., came to his rescue and
drilled a test In the northeast corner
of the southwest of
for a half Interest In nv block of
2,500 acres. This resulted In a gas
well at a depth of 1,207 feet. Well
was drilled in the northwest corner
of and was one of the most
Interesting testa so far drilled In thatlocality. At a depth of 760 feet
there waj a showing of 8,000,000
cublo feet of gas from a total of 64
feet of pay. A sand from 1,380 to
1 407 feet thero was a showing for
18,000,000 cubic feet of gas, which
was braden headed off. At 2,135
feet a eand was penetrated,
the crude testing hotter than 39 de-
grees Baume.

Tor this second test the above par-
ties contrlouted additional acreage
and Doctor Wllholt directed the
drilling of tho, well under the Cecil
Grundy syndicate.

lllocks Moro Acreage.
During tho same month (as dis-

covered first etructure) after com-
pleting tho leasing ofnhe structure' e lad made a jlmlllar trip through
wildcat territory to find-- a structure
In tho vicinity of Arbeka Springs, In
OkfUHkee county, but upnn Investi-
gation, traced the nrea In township
10, range 8, where he located the
structure In 8. Indications for
a pool of promise also called Mr.
Cromwell's attention and he Imme-
diately started leasing, getting close
to 400 nrres oi his. first attempt.

After securing the leases he again
"tt mp.tj to interest oroe of the
1 rger concern to drill a test, but
was unsuccessful. With a full de-ter-

nation to lntereat aomcone
oner or later he started out try-- .

'g to Increase hla leasehold. This
W"-- k was started on December 21

nd on March 29. 1921 he had ac-
quired a sufficient amount of nere-ng- o

and a test wan started by the
C'leden OU & Gas Co., in 0,

which resulted In a 28,000,000-cubt- c

foot gasser, with n rock pressure of
1,415 "pounds wet gas,

The pressure of this well was so
great that drilling deeper was im-
possible apd ever since November 20

this well has been making gas. The
volume In being used to drill two
announced to further test tho struc-well- s.

Near-b- y location have been
ture with Its possibilities for oil. It
Is tho Intention of thn Cosden Oil
& Gan Co. to deepen its strlko ni
soon an tho pressure has been re-
duced.

Form n, Partnership.
Then On December 31, 1921, Dr.

J. C. Wllholt nnd Joo I. Cromwell.
principal owners of the acreage on
the Wotumka structure, entered in- -.

to a drilling contract with tho Prol-- P

rle Oil fc Gna Co. at Independence, to
thoroughly tcM out their holdings.
They contracted for four deop test
freo to tho ownor na consideration
for an undivided one-ha- lf lntereat In
the 3,200-acr- o block .

This was the third attempt of con-
tribution of ncreago that Mr, Crom- -
well had made from his original
block of leases, making a larger con-
tribution of ocreago than any ono
holder of tho block.

1'lrst Teal u Mjr Oil Producer,
Tho Initial teat of the Prairie Oil

.fc Gas Co. resulted In an oil pro-
ducer at approximately 3,330 feet In
an unidentified Band. Tho nearest
producing well to tho now dlscovory
was six miles, it being the Mld-Wo- st

pool, 11 miles southwest of tho
Lyfln-Quln- n and Deaner develop-
ments. This woll waa located In tho
southeast of nnd had
nn Initial production of 720 barrels
nt only a foot In tho pay sand. No.
2 on this lease In Is now near-Ij- ir

tho sand and Its completion ta
being awaited with unuaual lntorest.
Thero are now 16 offsets and ng

wells being drilled near the
discovery.
Prnlrlo .Mokes a Splendid Contract.
About a year ago Mr. Cromwell

and Doctor Wllholt managed to get
the Prairie OH & Gas Co. Interested
in the proposition. The Prairie evi-
dently was converted because that
big concern ngreed to drill four
wells on the Cromwell structure in
return for a half Interest In 8,200
acres. The block originally con-
sisted of approximately five thou-
sand acroa, but aome of It had been,
sold off at the time of the drilling
of the first test.

.Success 11 rings a Breakdown.
After closing the deal with tho

Prairie Oil & Gaa Co., Mr. Crom-
well whoso health la none too rugged
In spite of the outdoor work he In
compelled to do; was forced to spend
several months at a Michigan health
resort in nn effort to recuperate
from (the hard toll, worry and mental
strain of the past few months. The
obstacles that he had surmounted in
blocking up tho vast tracts of acre-
age, and financing tho carrying of
the leases over a period of more
than three years, would have daunt-
ed many a younger nnd stronger
man. More than $25,000 wa paid
out In rentals alone and this Is a lot
of monoy for an Individual to spend
owely on hopes and tho conviction
that they are right.

Going a Llttlo Deeper.
Somethlngllko luck also played a

part In the bringing In of tho Initial
producer. The contract depth was
3,200 feet. When tho contractor had
reached that depth, the formation
was hlack Bhalo under 240 feet oC
hard lime. He asked the Prairie of-
fices for orders and was told to go
another 100 feet. At 3,300 feet, the
formation wsa tho same. So, on hla
own responsibility, It Is said, tha
contractor decided to keep pegging
along for a while In the hope that
the formation would change. And
It did change at 3,330, where It
started flowing at the rate of be-
tween five hundred and six hundred
barrels n day. This was barely In the
sands. A few days ago the well waa
drilled around 3.334 feet and
started off at around 1.200 barrels.

Indications aro that the pool will
cover a considerable area, as the?
showing thus far encountered In
the Prairie test In are re-
ported to bo much moro favorable
than those found In tho discovery
well,

Friends of Mr. Cromwell, know-
ing of his years of tireless endeavor,
and realizing that he has been a
square shooter" throughout tho en- -

tire struggle, aro endeavoring to
have tho structure near Wetumka
known as tho Cromwell pool.
Honorable Dealings With Indians.

Mr. Cromwell has had a great
many years of personal dealings
wkh tho Indiana of this state, having
been connected with tho Indian
agency office at Muskogee for flvo
years, where he was associated with
J. George Wright and Dana II. Kel-se- y.

He has leased many thousands
of acres of land from the Indians
throughout Oklahoma, being aided
In conversing with them by Felix
P. Canard, and Is credited with
never having made any misrepresen-
tations, or permitting liquors to ho
used as gifts or bribes In his dealings
with any of tho various tribes.

While In the employ of the gov-
ernment at the Indian agency Mr.
Cromwell took his own course in
geology, through much study and
careful reading of geological world
and government reports. He spent
nil his leisure hours In study of this
kind, instead of carrying on social
nctlvltlee, and this knowledge has
thus proved to he Invaluable to him
In discovering and giving to tho
world, the above great oil pools.
Much Credit Duo This Wildcatter.

A man singly and alono who
pioneered an unknown district, dis-
covered and properly located two
geological structure, ono in town-
ship 9, range 10 at Wotumka. where
the wellsare flowing forth their hidden oil
and where the Cosden well In town-shi- p

10, range 8. gushing Its 30,- - ,
000.000 cubic feet of gas; personally "

leased and properly handled and
cleared away many complex ques-
tions of Indian land titles; per-
formed his part In financing five dif-
ferent projects In the effort to test
the structures for oil and gas nnd
succeeds from tho teat after meeting
all leases and title obstacles has so
endeared himself to American lovers
of fair play that they adjudge him
nn award of credit Justly fitting.

Therefore, his host, of friendsthroughout Oklahoma and the oiloperators In tho nt field
conclude that inasmuch n oil andgas are now producing from thostructure discovered and located by '
Mr. Cromwell at Wetumka In an un-
identified eand at 3.330 feet nnd atljfin!en nt 3,456 feet that thoce
areas bo designated the Cromvellpools as a reward for the humancourage and honest ondeavor noees-sar- y

to pioneer and play his part
successfully to spot nnd get thesonew discoveries open for the use ofthe world.


